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Welcome to Helping Hymns.
Firstly, a quick introduction (and a confession). I’m Erin — pastor’s wife, worship director, and homeschooling
mom. When I was in junior high, I quit piano lessons, much to my mother’s dismay (she had just sacrificially
purchased a brand new Yamaha piano that was probably way beyond her single-mom budget at the time!). My
piano teacher had seen potential in me and pushed me a little too hard, and I lost any interest in playing
classical music as a result. Thankfully, soon afterwards, I was drawn back to the piano by my pastor’s daughter
who offered to give me lessons using music I could play at church. She had an amazing singing voice, and I
loved learning to play contemporary songs to accompany her. She also taught me how to play hymns. We
sang a lot of them in my church growing up. She showed me ways to make the accompaniment in the hymnal
sound a little fuller, and thus began my adventure with worship music. I have been leading worship for over
twenty years, but it all began with nervously playing hymns for our Sunday evening services in my early teens.
We still sing some hymns in our church, although we sing lots of modern hymns and worship songs too. A
heart-song of praise to God isn’t good just because it’s old! But the old ones are worth sifting through; there
are a lot of gems that have stood the test of time. They are filled with truth that I want to plant deep in my
children’s hearts. And, like folk songs, their easily singable melodies (and harmonies) make them a perfect choice
for family worship, which often encompasses a vast range of ages and musical abilities. Hymn study is a chance
to furnish our minds with truth and goodness and beauty that will serve us in sunshine or shadow. We can
reach for them when our spirit rises in worship at the sight of God’s magnificence in creation. We can also hum
them in our deepest, darkest valleys and prophetically preach their truths to our own hurting hearts.
Secondly, a word about how this guide works. Let me reassure you that simply singing the hymn is enough!
You might choose to sing it each school day for the whole month. Or maybe you’d like to alternate with a
folksong. Or maybe you can only fit it in one morning per week. That’s fine. Do what works for you and your
family’s schedule!
The linked mp3 file, which will play when you click ▶ , is a simple version of the hymn with just piano and voice,
very easy to follow and sing along with. (The link for week 4 has piano only if you know the song and want the
accompaniment without the vocals.)
I have also included a copy of the sheet music so you can follow along and watch the timing and where the
melody is going. (Please note that it may not match the key of the audio file if I have lowered it to a more
comfortable range.)
If you want more to engage with, I’ve given suggestions for each week to “do, discuss, or dig a little deeper.”
There are links to audio files and scripture references in this study guide, and for this reason, it works well for
the homeschool mom who uses her phone or tablet or laptop during Morning Time. If that’s not you, then by all
means print it out, download the music file ahead of time, and look up the Bible verses in your Bible.
I hope these hymn study helps will give you everything you need at your fingertips to make hymn singing a
hassle free experience in your homeschool!

In His Sight,
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▶ Tell Me the Story of Jesus
Words: Fanny Crosby
Music: John R. Sweney

Tell me the story of Jesus,
Write on my heart every word;
Tell me the story most precious,
Sweetest that ever was heard.
Tell how the angels, in chorus,
Sang as they welcomed His birth,
"Glory to God in the highest!
Peace and good tidings to earth."
Tell me the story of Jesus,
Write on my heart every word;
Tell me the story most precious,
Sweetest that ever was heard.
Fasting alone in the desert,
Tell of the days that are past;
How for our sins He was tempted,
Yet was triumphant at last.
Tell of the years of His labor,
Tell of the sorrow He bore;
He was despised and afflicted,
Homeless, rejected, and poor.
Tell me the story of Jesus,
Write on my heart every word;
Tell me the story most precious,
Sweetest that ever was heard.
Tell of the cross where they nailed Him,
Writhing in anguish and pain;
Tell of the grave where they laid Him,
Tell how He liveth again.
Love in that story so tender,
Clearer than ever I see:
Stay, let me weep while you whisper,
Love paid the ransom for me.
Tell me the story of Jesus,
Write on my heart every word;
Tell me the story most precious,
Sweetest that ever was heard.
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▶

Week 1 Notes for Mom

Before listening to this month’s selection, you might want to read the lyrics through together as a poem
first. Next, click to listen to a simple version of the hymn and begin to learn the tune.

Discuss. Do. Dig a little deeper.

Talk about what stood out to you.
Are there any words you don't understand?
What did you like?
Was there anything you didn't like?
Did this song remind you of anything?

▶

Week 2 Notes for Mom

When you remember that Fanny was blind from infancy, the repetitive plea to “tell” in this song takes on new
meaning. She couldn’t see the things she was writing about, but she knew the power in telling and hearing
and taking the story into the depths of our hearts. I particularly love the line, “Stay, let me weep while you
whisper, Love paid the ransom for me.” Love — that’s the one thing that is “seen” in this hymn, and it is
clearer than ever.

Discuss. Do. Dig a little deeper.

Have a little treasure hunt today.
Click on these
verses and see if you can recognize how they may
have inspired Fanny to write the lyrics we’ve been
singing.
Do you need something for copywork this week?
These verses would be great for that as well.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Luke 2:8-14
Luke 4:1-2
I John 3:16
Isaiah 53:3
Luke 9:58
Acts 8:35
Romans 5:8
Romans 10:13-17
Hebrews 4:15
Acts 5:42
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▶

Week 3 Notes for Mom

“Tell Me the Story of Jesus” is one of a number of songs
Fanny collaborated on with musician John R. Sweney. They
both had a desire to write music that would be useful in
Christian education, and this hymn has continued to bless
generations of Christian disciples. A few years after Fanny’s
death, singer/evangelist Homer Rodeheaver brought this song
to the battlefields of World War I.

Discuss. Do. Dig a little deeper.

Hymns continue to be “reimagined” by
modern musicians. Sometimes they change
the melody completely or add a new
refrain. Here are a few versions of this
month’s hymn for you to compare:

“During the World War, I sang the song ‘Tell me the story of
▶ by Kim Walker-Smith
Jesus’ to many groups of soldiers in France—in the old, shell▶ by Nehemiah Horst
torn barracks, in dugouts where there was only a little candle
▶ by Ernie Haase & Signature Sound
with which to see the words, or in the open as the line of
soldiers, marching to the front, would stop for rest; and once,
▶ by Jordan and Kristin Rippy
on October 4, 1918, in the Argonne Forest, just as a big drive
had started. But no matter where I sang this song, the soldier
boys would take off their dirty service caps or hang their trench helmets on their arms and remain perfectly
quiet. There was no other song that I sang with this same effect. Many men have met me since the war and
referred to the unusual situations in which it was sung and the impression the song made upon them at the
time.”
— Homer Rodeheaver (1880-1955)

▶

Week 4 Notes for Mom

Tell me the story of Jesus. This hymn does just that. During my teen years, I spent my summers working at
a Bible camp. In addition to my duties as counsellor to a cabin full of girls, I also filled the role of pianist.
I still remember how adamant the song leader was about choosing songs that would tell of Jesus and His
saving grace, songs that told the story of salvation. He knew that these songs would stick in the kids’
minds and hearts long after they returned home and forgot all about the topics of the messages in the
camp chapel services. Songs are powerful. Stories are powerful. Combine the two, and you have dynamite.
As Charlotte Mason educators we are always talking about living books and how effective it is to learn new
concepts in narrative form. I think Fanny must have envisioned something similar for this hymn and its role
in Christian education as she followed the story of Christ’s life from birth to His temptations and trials to the
cross and all the way to the empty tomb.

Discuss. Do. Dig a little deeper.

Brainstorm as a family some circumstances in which it would be particularly comforting to tell one
another the story of Jesus. Perhaps Rodeheaver’s reality of war is too far removed from your
everyday experience, but there may be other times when upheaval hits that you can reach for this
hymn to quiet a threatening storm in your life. Or maybe someone you know is suffering right now
through a storm of sickness or loneliness. Is there a creative way you can “tell” or “show” them the
love of Christ so they could see it clearer than ever?
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