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Welcome to Helping Hymns. 

Firstly, a quick introduction (and a confession).  I’m Erin — pastor’s wife, worship director, and homeschooling 
mom.  When I was in junior high, I quit piano lessons, much to my mother’s dismay (she had just sacrificially 
purchased a brand new Yamaha piano that was probably way beyond her single-mom budget at the time!).  My 
piano teacher had seen potential in me and pushed me a little too hard, and I lost any interest in playing 
classical music as a result.  Thankfully, soon afterwards, I was drawn back to the piano by my pastor’s daughter 
who offered to give me lessons using music I could play at church.  She had an amazing singing voice, and I 
loved learning to play contemporary songs to accompany her.  She also taught me how to play hymns.  We 
sang a lot of them in my church growing up.  She showed me ways to make the accompaniment in the hymnal 
sound a little fuller, and thus began my adventure with worship music.  I have been leading worship for over 
twenty years, but it all began with nervously playing hymns for our Sunday evening services in my early teens. 

We still sing some hymns in our church, although we sing lots of modern hymns and worship songs too.  A 
heart-song of praise to God isn’t good just because it’s old!  But the old ones are worth sifting through; there 
are a lot of gems that have stood the test of time.  They are filled with truth that I want to plant deep in my 
children’s hearts.  And, like folk songs, their easily singable melodies (and harmonies) make them a perfect choice 
for family worship, which often encompasses a vast range of ages and musical abilities.  Hymn study is a chance 
to furnish our minds with truth and goodness and beauty that will serve us in sunshine or shadow.  We can 
reach for them when our spirit rises in worship at the sight of God’s magnificence in creation.  We can also hum 
them in our deepest, darkest valleys and prophetically preach their truths to our own hurting hearts.   

Secondly, a word about how this guide works.  Let me reassure you that simply singing the hymn is enough!  
You might choose to sing it each school day for the whole month.  Or maybe you’d like to alternate with a 
folksong.  Or maybe you can only fit it in one morning per week.  That’s fine.  Do what works for you and your 
family’s schedule!   

The linked mp3 file, which will play when you click ▶ , is a simple version of the hymn with just piano and voice, 
very easy to follow and sing along with. (The link for week 4 has piano only if you know the song and want the 
accompaniment without the vocals.) 

I have also included a copy of the sheet music so you can follow along and watch the timing and where the 
melody is going.  (Please note that it may not match the key of the audio file if I have lowered it to a more 
comfortable range.) 

If you want more to engage with, I’ve given suggestions for each week to “do, discuss, or dig a little deeper.”   

There are links to audio files and scripture references in this study guide, and for this reason, it works well for 
the homeschool mom who uses her phone or tablet or laptop during Morning Time.  If that’s not you, then by all 
means print it out, download the music file ahead of time, and look up the Bible verses in your Bible. 

I hope these hymn study helps will give you everything you need at your fingertips to make hymn singing a 
hassle free experience in your homeschool! 

 
 
In His Sight, 
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Sources consulted in the preparation of this study guide: 
hymnary.org 

Wikipedia 
Then Sings My Soul by Robert J. Morgan 

Baptist Hymnal  
lifewayworship.com
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The Love of God 
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▶
Words & Music: Frederick M. Lehman

The love of God is greater far 
Than tongue or pen can ever tell; 
It goes beyond the highest star, 
And reaches to the lowest hell; 
The guilty pair, bowed down with care, 
God gave His Son to win; 
His erring child He reconciled, 
And pardoned from his sin. 
O love of God, how rich and pure! 
How measureless and strong! 
It shall forevermore endure 
The saints’ and angels’ song! 

When years of time shall pass away 
And earthly thrones and kingdoms fall, 
When men who here refuse to pray, 
On rocks and hills and mountains call, 
God’s love so sure shall still endure, 
All measureless and strong; 
Redeeming grace to Adam’s race —  
The saints’ and angels’ song. 
O love of God, how rich and pure! 
How measureless and strong! 
It shall forevermore endure 
The saints’ and angels’ song! 

Could we with ink the ocean fill 
And were the skies of parchment made, 
Were ev’ry stalk on earth a quill 
And ev’ry man a scribe by trade, 
To write the love of God above 
Would drain the ocean dry; 
Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 
Tho’ stretched from sky to sky. 
O love of God, how rich and pure! 
How measureless and strong! 
It shall forevermore endure 
The saints’ and angels’ song! 
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Week 1 Notes for Mom 

Before listening to this month’s selection, you might want to read the lyrics through together as a poem 
first.  Next, click to listen to a simple version of the hymn and begin to learn the tune. 

Discuss. Do. Dig a little deeper. 
Talk about what stood out to you.  
Are there any words you don't understand?   
What did you like?  
Was there anything you didn't like?   
Did this song remind you of anything? 

 Week 2 Notes for Mom 

Unlike many hymns we’ve studied, the author of this one (Frederick M. Lehman) also wrote the accompanying 
music.  After writing the lyrics for the first two verses, however, he could not come up with a third.  And 
almost all hymns at the time included at least three verses.  The completion of this hymn is nothing short of 
miraculous.  It spanned nearly a thousand years and included two languages.  Intrigued?  Read an account 
of the composition of this hymn here.   

Discuss. Do. Dig a little deeper. 
Lehman was born in Germany in 1868 and 
emigrated to America with his family when 
he was four years old.  They settled in Iowa.  
He composed “The Love of God” while living 
in Pasadena, California, where he later died 
in 1953.   

Do you have an atlas or globe or wall 
map?  Can you locate these places?  

Do you keep a Book of Centuries or a 
timeline?  What other events in world history 
have you learned about that happened 
during Lehman’s lifetime?

▶

▶

Frederick M. Lehman 
(1868-1953)
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 Week 3 Notes for Mom 

Regarding the mysterious origins of the third verse, Lehman 
said he heard the words in a sermon: and as the story was 
told to him, they were found scribbled on the wall of an insane 
asylum.  Those words were actually a translation of something 
written by a Jewish poet in Germany in the 11th century.  
Interestingly, there is a similar sentiment expressed in a 
passage of the Qur’an, dating back to the 7th century that 
reads as follows:   

“If all the trees on earth were pens, 
and the ocean were ink, 

replenished by seven more oceans, 
the writing of God's wonderful signs and creations 

would not be exhausted; 
surely God is All-Mighty, All-Wise.” 

In Christ, Lehman knew God to be All-Loving too.   

Read the closing words of John’s gospel and see how John used a similar metaphor for the miracles of 
Jesus.  

 Week 4 Notes for Mom  

When we speak of a thing’s existence we say THAT it is.  When we speak about its essence, we say WHAT it 
is.  As Thomas Aquinas pointed out, “In God, however, there is no distinction between what He is and that 
whereby He is…Therefore God’s essence is nothing else than His existence.”  As God replied to Moses in 
Exodus 3:14, “I AM WHO I AM.”  There is no “potential” in God; He is one hundred percent pure action.  
When you think about that in regards to His love, it’s mind blowing.  As humans, we can say that we love 
(when maybe we don’t).  We can intend to love, make plans to love, put off our loving, event forget to love.  
In other words, we have the “potential” to love, but it’s not always put into action, is it?  But God doesn’t 
love like that.  Scripture tells us that “God is love.”  He is always performing the act of love because He IS 
love!  His essence is His existence, remember.  Let that settle deep inside you today.  You are loved!  Not 
just off and on or here and there.   You are loved more vigilantly, more enthusiastically, more actively than 
you ever imagined!  

▶

Discuss.  Do.  Dig a little deeper. 
Like verse three of our song says, if we filled the ocean with ink and used every reed on earth to write about 
God’s love on the “parchment” of the sky, we’d run out of ink long before we finished.  Let’s have fun thinking 
about the bigness of God’s love!  The love in our hearts feels pretty big to us sometimes, but it can never 
compare to God’s love.  Our minds can never measure God’s love or find its limits.  Think of some contrasts 
between little and big to help your children appreciate the immensity of God’s love.  Small children might have fun 
searching the house for a “big” counterpart to something small that you show them.  

If our love is like a seed, God’s love would be like a _____ (tree). 
If our love is like your first pair of baby shoes, God’s love would be like _____ (Daddy’s big work boots).  
If our love is like a ping pong ball, God’s love would be like _____ (a beach ball or a big exercise ball). 
If our love is like a second of time, God’s love would be like _____ (a century, a millennium, eternity). 

Have fun searching for big and little things, remembering the boundless love your Heavenly Father has for you!

Discuss. Do. Dig a little deeper. 
Hymns continue to be “reimagined” by 
modern musicians.  Sometimes they change 
the melody completely or add a new 
refrain.  Here are a few versions of this 
month’s hymn for you to compare: 

 ▶  by Sara Groves 
 ▶  by MercyMe 
 ▶  by 4Him 
 ▶  by Sebastian Demrey & Jimmy Lahaie 

▶

https://open.spotify.com/track/0AGYjcyuzxiMwBBs4FgCb3?si=-nLB18WMSG6a1siYZEXiNQ
https://open.spotify.com/track/1itpxfrMK72OCpgDn7yXA8?si=DO3V6gu6Sk6dTKWdB5fdlg
https://open.spotify.com/track/634Jhee7viiTlDzBCc2LtT?si=gt-l2HbnTta7efS4u4dFJg
https://open.spotify.com/track/5r6VMX2fmoPrbgl1coJ70h?si=CO2a4SxeQuqnhhb3iPMKKQ
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