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Welcome to Helping Hymns.
Firstly, a quick introduction (and a confession). I’m Erin — pastor’s wife, worship director, and homeschooling
mom. When I was in junior high, I quit piano lessons, much to my mother’s dismay (she had just sacrificially
purchased a brand new Yamaha piano that was probably way beyond her single-mom budget at the time!). My
piano teacher had seen potential in me and pushed me a little too hard, and I lost any interest in playing
classical music as a result. Thankfully, soon afterwards, I was drawn back to the piano by my pastor’s daughter
who offered to give me lessons using music I could play at church. She had an amazing singing voice, and I
loved learning to play contemporary songs to accompany her. She also taught me how to play hymns. We
sang a lot of them in my church growing up. She showed me ways to make the accompaniment in the hymnal
sound a little fuller, and thus began my adventure with worship music. I have been leading worship for over
twenty years, but it all began with nervously playing hymns for our Sunday evening services in my early teens.
We still sing some hymns in our church, although we sing lots of modern hymns and worship songs too. A
heart-song of praise to God isn’t good just because it’s old! But the old ones are worth sifting through; there
are a lot of gems that have stood the test of time. They are filled with truth that I want to plant deep in my
children’s hearts. And, like folk songs, their easily singable melodies (and harmonies) make them a perfect choice
for family worship, which often encompasses a vast range of ages and musical abilities. Hymn study is a chance
to furnish our minds with truth and goodness and beauty that will serve us in sunshine or shadow. We can
reach for them when our spirit rises in worship at the sight of God’s magnificence in creation. We can also hum
them in our deepest, darkest valleys and prophetically preach their truths to our own hurting hearts.
Secondly, a word about how this guide works. Let me reassure you that simply singing the hymn is enough!
You might choose to sing it each school day for the whole month. Or maybe you’d like to alternate with a
folksong. Or maybe you can only fit it in one morning per week. That’s fine. Do what works for you and your
family’s schedule!
The linked mp3 file, which will play when you click ▶ , is a simple version of the hymn with just piano and voice,
very easy to follow and sing along with.
I have also included a copy of the sheet music so you can follow along and watch the timing and where the
melody is going. (Please note that it may not match the key of the audio file if I have lowered it to a more
comfortable range.)
If you want more to engage with, I’ve given suggestions for each week to “do, discuss, or dig a little deeper.”
There are links to audio files and scripture references in this study guide, and for this reason, it works well for
the homeschool mom who uses her phone or tablet or laptop during Morning Time. If that’s not you, then by all
means print it out, download the music file ahead of time, and look up the Bible verses in your Bible.
I hope these hymn study helps will give you everything you need at your fingertips to make hymn singing a
hassle free experience in your homeschool!

In His Sight,
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Come, Thou Almighty King
Author unknown
(Music by Felice Giardini)

Come, thou Almighty King,
Help us thy name to sing,
Help us to praise!
Father all glorious,
O'er all victorious!
Come and reign over us,
Ancient of days!
Jesus our Lord, arise,
Scatter our enemies,
And make them fall!
Let thine Almighty aid,
Our sure defence be made,
Our souls on thee be stay'd;
Lord hear our call!

Frances Ridley Havergal
(1836-1879)

Come, thou incarnate word,
Gird on thy mighty sword Our pray'r attend!
Come! and thy people bless,
And give thy word success,
Spirit of holiness
On us descend!
Come holy Comforter,
Thy sacred witness bear,
In this glad hour!
Thou who Almighty art,
Descend in ev'ry heart,
And ne'er from us depart.
Spirit of pow'r.
To the great one in three
Eternal praises be
Hence - evermore!
His sov'reign Majesty
May we in glory see,
And to eternity
Love and adore!
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Week 1 Notes for Mom

Many hymns were first written as poems. Before listening to this month’s hymn selection, you might want to
read the lyrics through together as a poem first. Next, click to listen to a simple version of the hymn and
begin to learn the tune.
We are not sure who actually wrote the words to this hymn. Sometimes it is attributed to the hymn writer
Charles Wesley since it first appeared with a few of his hymns in a collection published by his friend, the
famous evangelist and itinerant preacher, George Whitefield. But it was never actually published in any of
Wesley’s own collections. Interestingly, the tune we are singing it to is not the one it was originally sung
to. If you know the British national anthem well, try singing the words of this month’s hymn to that tune.
If “God Save the King/Queen” is not familiar to you, click ▶ to hear the first verse sung to that tune.

Discuss. Do. Dig a little deeper.

Talk about what stood out to you.
Are there any words you don't understand?
What did you like?
Was there anything you didn't like?
Did this song remind you of anything?

▶

Week 2 Notes for Mom

There is a story told that during the American Revolution a group of British soldiers surprised a congregation
in Long Island. When the British demanded that the Americans sing the British national anthem, they half
complied by singing the correct tune but the words of “Come, Thou Almighty King.”

Discuss. Do. Dig a little deeper.

Hymns continue to be “reimagined” by modern
musicians. Sometimes they change the melody
completely or add a new refrain. Here are a few
versions of this month’s hymn for you to compare:
▶ by Advent Birmingham, Sarah Hydinger
▶ by Mark Miller
▶ by Group Music
▶ by The Church at Brook Hills

Perhaps our anonymous author was hesitant to publish his or her identity since the hymn appears to be a
parody of their national anthem. Could George Whitefield himself (who first published the hymn) have written
the lyrics? He was a fiery open air preacher who certainly didn’t shy away from controversy. The Countess
whom Whitefield served as personal chaplain was the one who commissioned an Italian composer to write the
tune. More on this musician next week.
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▶ Week 3 Notes for Mom
The tune we sing this hymn to now was composed by Felice
Giardini, an Italian composer and very talented violinist. Felice
was a child prodigy. A story is told of a violin solo he played
when he was twelve years old.
During his performance he
decided to improvise and show off his skill, adding flourishes
and elements the original composer never wrote. The audience
loudly applauded his performance, but unluckily the composer
himself happened to be in attendance that evening. He rose
and approached Felice, slapping the boy across the face.
Apparently it was a lesson in humility that stuck with the
young man because he later said, “It was the most instructive
lesson I ever received from a great artist."

Felice Giardini

Discuss. Do. Dig a little deeper.

Do you have an atlas or globe or wall map handy? This hymn was popular throughout Britain, its
colonies, and America. The tune that it is most commonly sung to now was composed by a famous
composer from Italy. Locate some of these places.
Do you keep a Book of Centuries or a timeline? “Come, Thou Almighty King” was first published in
1757 as “An Hymn to the Trinity.” Giardini wrote the tune in 1769. Look at your timeline and see
what other events in history you've learned about from the same century or decade

Week 4 Notes for Mom

Hymns can be categorized based on their meter. The
meter of a particular hymn is indicated by a series of
numbers.
These numbers simply represent the
syllables of each line of the text. This allows for lots
of variety, because as long as hymns share the same
meter, their tunes are interchangeable. Look at the
lyrics of this hymn and see if your students can fill in
its meter.

___ . ___ . ___ . ___ . ___ . ___
(Answer: 6.6.4.6.6.6.4)

If you happen to have a hymn book handy, you will
usually find an index of the hymn meters at the back.
Look up the meter of our hymn and see if there are
any others you are familiar with that could lend its
tune to “Come, Thou Almighty King.”
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Discuss. Do. Dig a little deeper.
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I Chronicles 29:11-13
Psalm 29:2
Psalm 45:3-4
Psalm 47:6-8
Psalm 83:18
Psalm 95:3
Isaiah 55:11
Daniel 7:9-22
John 1:14
John 15:26
John 16:13-14
Acts 1:8
II Corinthians 13:13
I Timothy 6:14-16
Hebrews 4:12
Revelation 22:20
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Have a little treasure
hunt today. Click on
these verses and see if
you can recognize how
they may have inspired
our mystery author to
write the lyrics we’ve
been singing.
Do you need something
for copywork this week?
These verses would be
great for that as well.

Erin Evans
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