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Welcome to Helping Hymns.
Firstly, a quick introduction (and a confession). I’m Erin — pastor’s wife, worship director, and homeschooling
mom. When I was in junior high, I quit piano lessons, much to my mother’s dismay (she had just sacrificially
purchased a brand new Yamaha piano that was probably way beyond her single-mom budget at the time!). My
piano teacher had seen potential in me and pushed me a little too hard, and I lost any interest in playing
classical music as a result. Thankfully, soon afterwards, I was drawn back to the piano by my pastor’s daughter
who offered to give me lessons using music I could play at church. She had an amazing singing voice, and I
loved learning to play contemporary songs to accompany her. She also taught me how to play hymns. We
sang a lot of them in my church growing up. She showed me ways to make the accompaniment in the hymnal
sound a little fuller, and thus began my adventure with worship music. I have been leading worship for over
twenty years, but it all began with nervously playing hymns for our Sunday evening services in my early teens.
We still sing some hymns in our church, although we sing lots of modern hymns and worship songs too. A
heart-song of praise to God isn’t good just because it’s old! But the old ones are worth sifting through; there
are a lot of gems that have stood the test of time. They are filled with truth that I want to plant deep in my
children’s hearts. And, like folk songs, their easily singable melodies (and harmonies) make them a perfect choice
for family worship, which often encompasses a vast range of ages and musical abilities. Hymn study is a chance
to furnish our minds with truth and goodness and beauty that will serve us in sunshine or shadow. We can
reach for them when our spirit rises in worship at the sight of God’s magnificence in creation. We can also hum
them in our deepest, darkest valleys and prophetically preach their truths to our own hurting hearts.
Secondly, a word about how this guide works. Let me reassure you that simply singing the hymn is enough!
You might choose to sing it each school day for the whole month. Or maybe you’d like to alternate with a
folksong. Or maybe you can only fit it in one morning per week. That’s fine. Do what works for you and your
family’s schedule!
The linked mp3 file, which will play when you click ▶ , is a simple version of the hymn with just piano and voice,
very easy to follow and sing along with.
I have also included a copy of the sheet music so you can follow along and watch the timing and where the
melody is going. (Please note that it may not match the key of the audio file if I have lowered it to a more
comfortable range.)
If you want more to engage with, I’ve given suggestions for each week to “do, discuss, or dig a little deeper.”
There are links to audio files and scripture references in this study guide, and for this reason, it works well for
the homeschool mom who uses her phone or tablet or laptop during morning time. If that’s not you, then by all
means print it out, download the music file ahead of time, and look up the Bible verses in your Bible.
I hope these hymn study helps will give you everything you need at your fingertips to make hymn singing a
hassle free experience in your homeschool!

In His Sight,
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Take My Life and Let It Be
▶

by Frances Ridley Havergal
(Music by Henri A.C. Malan; harmony by Lowell Mason)

Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would I withhold.
Take my intellect and use
Every pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love.
Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

Take my voice and let me sing,
Always, only for my King.
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee.

Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.
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▶

Week 1 Notes for Mom

Many hymns were first written as poems. Before listening to this month’s hymn selection, you might want
to read the lyrics through together as a poem first. Next, click to listen to a simple version of the hymn
and begin to learn the tune.
Most hymnals include four verses of this hymn. This abridging often happens when poems get put to music
and published as hymns. Because the words and music are seldom written simultaneously, different tunes
can be associated with the same hymn in various traditions. Interestingly, Frances always sang this hymn
to a tune her father composed called “Patmos.”

Click ▶ to hear the first verse to that tune.

And here is

yet another tune (an anonymous one) sometimes used: ▶
We will learn it to the more common “Hendon” tune.

Discuss. Do. Dig a little deeper.

Talk about what stood out to you.
Are there any words you don't understand?
What did you like?
Was there anything you didn't like?
Did this song remind you of anything?

▶

Week 2 Notes for Mom

Just before Frances wrote this hymn, she experienced a
moment of profound and absolute surrender to her Lord on
Advent Sunday, 1873. As she wrote at that time, “There must
be full surrender before there can be full blessedness.”
Later that December she penned the words that would become
this famous hymn. Here is what Frances had to say about the
composition of her poem “Take My Life and Let It Be”: “I went
for a little visit of five days. There were ten persons in the
house, some unconverted and long prayed for; some converted,
but not rejoicing Christians. He gave me the prayer: ‘Lord, give
me all in this house.’ And He just DID! Before I left the house
everyone had got a blessing. The last night of my visit, after I
had retired, the governess asked me to go to the two daughters. They were crying, etc. Then and there both
of them trusted and rejoiced. It was nearly midnight. I was too happy to sleep, and passed most of the night
in praise and renewal of my own consecration; and these little couplets formed themselves and chimed in my
heart one after another till they finished with ‘ever, only, all for Thee’.”

Discuss. Do. Dig a little deeper.

Do you have an atlas or globe or wall map handy?
Frances was from
England. Can you locate where she was born (Astley, United Kingdom) and
died (Caswell Bay, UK)?
Do you keep a Book of Centuries or a timeline? You can record one of the
dates we've been discussing (perhaps the year the hymn was written or the
birth or death date of our hymn writer). Look at your timeline and see what
other events in history you've learned about from the same century or decade
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▶ Week 3 Notes for Mom

Discuss. Do. Dig a little deeper.

Hymns, as the minds of their writers were, are often
saturated with scripture. Hymn writers are essentially poets,
and poets are passionate about helping the rest of us see
the ordinary things of life in startlingly fresh ways. Hymn
writers bring that passion to the truth of scripture,
sometimes opening up Bible verses our ears have grown
dull to hearing so that we can apprehend them from a new
angle.
With that in mind, here are some scripture references that
may have been running through Frances’ mind as she wrote
this hymn (just click the links to the right).

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Leviticus 20:7
Romans 12:1-2
Matthew 22:37
I Chronicles 29:1-5
Psalm 34:1
Psalm 45:1
Psalm 90:17
I Peter 4:2
Galatians 2:20
II Timothy 2:20-21
Ephesians 6:24
II Corinthians 5:15

If your children bring their Bibles to Morning Time, assign
them each a verse to find and read aloud. Or you can
pick a few of your favourites to share.

Have a little treasure hunt today. Click
on these verses and see if you can
recognize how they may have inspired
the lyrics you’ve been singing.

Frances lived the truth of her own poems. At one point
she was so convicted by the words of this one that she
donated her jewellery collection to the Church Missionary
Society. In a letter to a friend, she wrote: “I had no idea I
had such a jewellers’ shop; nearly fifty articles are being
packed off. I don’t think I need to tell you I never packed
a box with such pleasure.”

Do you need something for copywork
this week? These verses would be great
for that as well.

▶

Week 4 Notes for Mom

As Frances wrote, “There must be full surrender
before there can be full blessedness.”
Popular culture talks a lot about choosing joy,
but true joy will never settle in a disobedient,
unrepentant heart, no matter how deliberate
one is in choosing it.
Joy quite literally
chooses us when we position ourselves through
repentance to receive it. Sometimes we try to
bargain with God.
It’s as if we think we
deserve 90% victory if we are 90% surrendered.
But it doesn’t work that way. The straight line
between repentance and peace, between
surrender and blessedness, only connects when
it is complete. God doesn’t give His peace and
joy and victory and freedom in increments that
match a measured surrender.
It’s all or
nothing!

Discuss. Do. Dig a little deeper.

Let's make this hymn of praise personal today.
After singing it for the final time this month I
encourage you to write your own prayer of
consecration.
Little children can draw a picture of their most
treasured possession and be reminded that all we
have is a gift from God and belongs to Him first.

Hymns continue to be “reimagined” by modern
musicians. Sometimes they change the melody
completely or add a new refrain. Here are a few
versions of this month’s hymn for you to compare:
▶ by Josh Garrels
▶ by Chris Tomlin
▶ by Chelsea Moon with Uncle Daddy
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